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Concern about climate change

Canadians feel we are experiencing a climate emergency

Schwartzberg, Stevens, & Acton 2022

Canadians are very worried or worried about climate change

Leger2022

Canadians feel that climate change is a major crisis

68" Research Co. 2022

Climate change is an emergency that must be stopped no matter the cost

Ipsos 2022



“To me, everything, especially with our weather patterns these past few years, it's
all about the global warming. And I think now that we're personally going through
it, the more extreme winters we 're seeing, the more extreme summers...I
was born and raised in Edmonton. I have never seen that before...”

Alberta focus group participant (Comeau 2022)



Extreme weather

Climate change is making extreme weather events worse

Schwartzberg, Stevens,

&rActon 2022

Report experiencing extreme weather-related events in the past year

Lachapelle & EcoAnalytics
Research Initiative 2022

Think extreme weather events will occur more often

602‘ Leger2022




Is it us?

A combination of

Mostly human human & natural

“Is the Earth getting warming
because of human activity?”

or

L

Source: Lachapelle &’ EcoAnalytics
Research Initiative 2022

Mostly natural

Unsure —/



A distant problem
Q: “How much do you think climate change will harm...”
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Source: Lachapelle & EcoAnalytics Research Initiative 2023



Climate trails other issues...namely affordability and inflation...

) 8 6 0o Ens uring a high-quality public healthcare system.

’ 77% Dealing with inflation and rising consumer prices.

’ 76 % Ensuring a high-quality public education system.
- 4 4% Addressing climate change.

Adapted from Janet Brown Opinion Research, 2022



A political divide
“Climate change is a major threat”
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POLITICAL LEFT CENTRISTS POLITICAL RIGHT

Source: Pew 2022






WE ALL HAVE VARIOUS
LAYERS OF SELF-
DEFENSE AGAINST BAD
NEWS

1 Distance Not thinking/feeling about the disturbing

2 Doom Not feeling loss, grief

3 Dissonance  Not feeling guilty

4 Denial Not losing social ties or standing

5 Identity Not giving up on self image

ldentity
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* Edmonton AB - A blanket of smoke covers downtown Edmonﬁﬁs a result of wildfires in 2019. Wildgrésmoke and reduced air quality poses a threat to the health and wellbeing of Alberta
residents. Mack Male/Flickr 4 / 1S 9 .



9 TIPS FOR
COMMUNICATING
ABOUT GOST






STORIES TAP EMOTIONS
THAT OVERCOME
DEFENSES

Facts are critical for analysis.

Stories convey emotion and tap values
to build common understanding.

(How) (Why)
Critical Deliberation on Storytelling of
Experience Experience
Cognitive Affective
Strategy Motivation

ADAPTED FROM GANZ, M.



PICKA
- TRUSTED
MESSENGER
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7% 27% 2§5§%

trust scientists and academics. trust non-government trust traditional media.
organizations.




USE PLAIN, POWERFUL LANGUAGE

Adaptation...

Emissions...

Extreme weather...

Climate impacts

Actions to reduce risk and
vulnerability

Pollution

Floods, fires, hurricanes,
drought, storms...

Risks to health,
neighborhoods,
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Fort McMurray, AB — Wildfire evacuatiorgl‘he ost of the 2016 fire is $11 billion. Photo:‘thina Dialogue






THANK YOU.
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