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Resilient Rurals

Resilient Rurals began as a partnership between the towns of Bruderheim,
Lamont and Gibbons for regional climate change adaptation and resilience
project in Alberta's Industrial Heartland. It is a new approach—created by
small communities, for small communities.



Social
Media 
Toolkits



Resource Hub 
–
ResilientRurals.
com

A one-stop-shop 
for community 

members and resilience 
leaders









Growing Concerns

• Water supply
• Food security and sovereignty
• Rising costs for insurance and infrastructure repairs /

renewals
• Population loss to urban centres, reducing tax base
• Rising need to partner Indigenous and non-Indigenous

communities without clear steps to do so



• Urban centers are often considered first when it comes to funding 
and available resources for climate adaptation, and there is little 
consideration for small and rural communities 

• There is a lack of support from higher levels of government to 
address the unique needs of small and rural communities

• There is a lack of relevant resources, knowledge, and skills within 
smaller municipalities’ administrative teams, and financial 
constraints do not allow for the hiring of consultants

Rural Perspectives



The Resilient Rurals Model



A unique model and toolkit will guide small, rural, and Indigenous 
communities in establishing diverse regional partnerships to address 
growing concerns impacting their resilience.

Partnerships may include municipalities, Indigenous communities, 
non-profit organizations, education and research institutions, 
businesses, chambers of commerce, etc. 

* This model will be the first of its kind in Canada. 

Purpose and Benefits of the Model



Regional partnerships can enable:

• Knowledge and resource sharing
• Capacity building  
• Improved access to information and funding
• Policy and advocacy support
• Risk reduction through mutual supports
• Community engagement and social cohesion
• Collective advocacy

Purpose and Benefits of the Model



• Resilient Rurals partnership’s experience  

• Dedicated Indigenous advisor  

• Small and rural communities across the Prairie Provinces 

• Subject matter experts

Model Development - Input









Two Pathways for Support

Tools and templates that any 
community can use on their 
own to start their resilience-

building process. 

Facilitated workshops and 
consultant services to guide 

communities through the 
process.
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