
Red River Métis Perspectives on Flooding and Drought

Community Impacts and Climate Resilience

Manitoba Métis Federation



Red River Métis Relationship 
with Water Systems

• Red River Métis Communities

• Métis Worldviews and Knowledge 
Systems

• Flooding Historically Expected and 
Managed

• Climate Change Increasing 
Unpredictability

• Traditional Adaptation Methods 
Becoming Less Effective



Impacts of Flooding and Drought

• Flooding Damages Homes, 
Infrastructure, and Disrupts 
Communities

• Drought Affects Water Supply, 
Ecosystems, and Traditional 
Harvesting

• Repeated Extremes Compound 
Impacts and Reduce Recovery 
Capacity



Climate Change & Emerging Risks

• Increasing Variability Between Extreme 
Wet and Dry Conditions

• Shorter Recovery Periods Create Ongoing 
System Stress

• Climate Risks are Cumulative and Intensify 
Existing Vulnerabilities

• Traditional Practices Impacted



Governance & Coordination Challenges

• MMF Often Excluded from Early 
Planning Processes
• Creates Gaps in Preparedness and 

Adaptation

• Over-reliance on Response Rather 
than Proactive Adaptation

• Need Stronger Coordination and 
Recognition as Government Partners



MMF Climate & Resilience Initiatives

• Emergency Preparedness and 
Proactive Adaptation Programming

• Food Security and Harvesting 
Supports to Maintain Resilience

• Data, Mapping, Traditional 
Knowledge Interviews 
• Guides Long-Term Decision Making



Lessons & Opportunities

• Climate Impacts are Interconnected 
Across Sectors

• Indigenous Knowledge is Essential 
for Understanding Change

• Collaboration Across Governments 
Improves Resilience Outcomes



Closing Reflection: Mainstreaming Adaptation

• Adaptation Must be Embedded 
Across All Systems and Decisions

• Flooding and Drought are Present-
day Realities

• Inclusive, Coordinated Approaches 
are Key to Building Resilience

• End Goal is to Build Resilience for 
Red River Métis and all Manitobans
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