
Indigenous knowledge and Western science: 
Two-Eyed Seeing in Partnerships for Solutions Across the Prairies.



About Me
Thomas Mckay

• From Thompson, MB with roots in 
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation (Nelson 
House) and Minegoziibe Anishinabe
(Pine Creek First Nation)

• Graduated UCN in the Pas, MB with 
Diploma in Natural Resources 
Management Technology

• Currently a Project Manager with the 
Centre for Indigenous Environmental 
Resources (CIER)



About Us
• CIER is Canada's first 

Indigenous directed 
environmental non-profit 
charitable organization​.

• Founded in 1995 by 8 First 
Nations chiefs

• Supports Indigenous 
communities in leading 
positive environmental 
change, using the best of 
Western and Indigenous 
knowledge.



Indigenous 
Knowledge 
Systems



Two Eyed Seeing
• Shared by Mi'kmaw Elder 

Albert Marshall
• Based on partnership and 

respect
• Fosters intercultural 

collaboration

Albert Marshall – ANTEC2027

https://antec.ca/author/albert-marshall/
https://antec.ca/author/albert-marshall/
https://antec.ca/author/albert-marshall/


In your own Partnerships

Approach Your 
Partnerships with 

humility and respect

Illustration by Aura and Chief Lady Bird

Be open to hearing 
perspectives that are 
different from your 

own

Create a path forward 
together to 

meaningfully weave 
perspectives



The Art of Being Together 
by Joshua Mangeshig Pawis-

Steckley



Where the Work Begins



Understanding the System



Understanding the Land



Turning Knowledge into Action



Designing Solutions That Fit the land



Questions?



In one word, what does meaningful climate 
adaptation partnership require?



THANK YOU



yourcier.org

earth@yourcier.org
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